 ANALYSIS OF GOPAL AND THE HISLA FISH 
Gopal and the Hilsa Fish is a humorous short play that blends wit, satire, and social commentary to deliver an engaging tale centered around the  clever courtier, Gopal. Written in a simple conversational style, the story captures the reader’s attention with its comical tone and a message .At its core, the chapter explores the theme of distraction and obsession. The people of the kingdom including ministers and commoners are shown to be unusually obsessed with the hilsa fish, to the extent that no other topic is discussed. Even the king, usually concerned with state matters, is visibly irritated by this widespread obsession. Through this, the story satirizes how societies often get consumed by trivial matters, losing sight of what’s important. Gopal, in response to the king’s challenge to bring a hilsa fish to court without anyone speaking a word about it takes an unthinkable approach. He shaves half his beard, smears ash on his body, and wears rags. His outlandish appearance grabs all the attention, diverting the onlookers' minds away from the fish he’s carrying. This not only demonstrates his intelligence and wit, but also reinforces the idea that creativity and out of the box thinking can solve even the most peculiar problems. Gopal and the Hilsa Fish more than just a humorous tale it is a clever commentary on society’s misplaced focus and the power of intelligent action. Through Gopal’s antics, the story reminds us that logic, humor, and originality often win over chaos and noise. It teaches the reader to rise above societal distractions and to think independently and creatively when faced with challenges.

Questions for practice 
A. It’s strange. No one seems to be interested in hilsa fish today!
1. How does this line reflect the success of Gopal’s distraction strategy?
2. How does this realization change the king’s attitude towards Gopal?
3. What lesson about focus and perception can be drawn from this observation?
B. SAQ –
1. Mention one way in which Gopal’s approach to the king’s challenge was different from that of others in the kingdom.
2. Describe the reaction of the people when they saw Gopal in his unusual appearance on the way to the palace.
C. HOTS
1. The people were easily distracted from the hilsa fish by Gopal’s strange appearance. What does this suggest about human nature and attention?



